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The theme is ssage the writer wants to share with the reader. It is usually an 

understanding about life or human nature. 

Complete the table by thinking about the main characters in Because of Mr. Terupt. What challenge, 

problem, or conflict does each character go through? Add what the characters learn. In what 

important way does each character change? This will be the major themes in the book. 

Character Challenge/Problem/Conflict Theme 
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Luke

 

Luke is extremely smart. He does not like for 
others to do better than him. Luke becomes 

annoyed when others know the answer to 
questions before he can figure them out. He 

also becomes upset when his plant project 
doesn’t work. 

Learn from Failures - Luke learns 
that he is not the only smart 

student in school.  

Jeffrey 

 

Jeffrey hates school. Later the reader learns, 
de is really depressed because he blames 
himself for his brother’s death. His parents 

are silent at home. He has a difficult time 
getting past all the sadness. 

Reach out to Others – Jeffrey 
decides he can be the first to reach 
out to his parents. He doesn’t need 

to wait for them. He lets them know 
he loves them, and they start to 

heal. 

Peter 

 

Peter is the class clown. He constantly blurts 

out whatever he is thinking. He is a 
prankster. Other students find Peter’s 

behavior annoying. 

Accountability – Peter throws a 

snowball that injures Mr. Terupt. He 
learns he must be accountable for 

his actions. 

Danielle

 

Danielle is upset because she wants friends. 

She feels that Lexie is her only friend, but 
Lexie is often mean when it suits her needs 

in the “girl war.” Danielle cries a lot when she 
is home alone. 

Friendship – Danielle learns that 

she likes Anna even though her 
grandmother disapproves of her. 

She also makes friends with Jessica. 
The three form a bond without 
Lexie. Later Lexie is forgiven and 

she becomes friends as well. 

Jessica

 

Jessica has recently moved to Connecticut. 

She wants to move back to California. She 
wishes her parents were together.  

Responsibility – Jessica feels a lot 

of guilt over the snowball accident 
because she angered Peter before 

he threw the snowball.  

Anna 

 

Anna is an outcast. Her mom had her at age 

16. She says, “My mom has warned me not 
to get involved in that popularity stuff. She 
was ostracized once.” 

Acceptance – Anna makes an 

effort to be friends with Danielle and 
Jessica. Once they get to know her 
they like her. They do not judge her 

based on her past. 

Alexia (Lexie) 

 

Lexie wants others to like her. She needs 
attention. She is getting none at home. Her 

mother finally threw her father out of the 
house. Lexie learned that if she told lies 
about other girls that they would stop being 

friends with each other and becomes friends 
with her, so she began starting “girl wars.”  

Being Kind – Lexie goes about 
making friends by telling lies. She 

soon learns that the others have 
caught on to her lies. She takes 
responsibility for her actions and the 

others forgive her. 
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